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Dominion had decided to accept membership of the Chapter
organisation of the Permanent Court of International   __L.
Justice. It was entitled under the Statute of the Court
to suggest four candidates for election as judges, but
suggestions are limited to not more than two nationals.
If Canadians were reckoned as British nationals, only
two British subjects could be nominated as candidates;
moreover, as Article 10 (2) of the Statute provided that,
if two members were elected, both subjects of one
member of the League, the senior was alone to be
allowed to serve, there would be no chance of any
Dominion judge ever sitting. The Canadian Nationals
Act, 1921, therefore ascribes Canadian nationality to
any British subject who is a Canadian citizen, the wives
of such citizens, and children, born out of Canada,
whose fathers at the date of birth were Canadian
citizens or would have been so if the Act had then
existed. But Canadian nationality may be disclaimed
by any person who though born out of Canada is a
Canadian national, and by any person who though
born in Canada is also by birth or becomes during
minority a national of Great Britain or any self-
governing Dominion.1
The Canadian model is followed by the Union of
South Africa, which in an Act, No. 40 of 1927, defined
Union nationals to include (i.) any person born in the
Union who is not an alien or a prohibited immigrant;
(ii.) any British subject who has lawfully entered the
Union and has been there domiciled for two years,
1 Revised, Statutes, 1927, c. 21. In 1931 Canada legislated to provide
that marriage of a woman would not deprive her of nationality where
she does not acquire her husband's nationality; see Speeches and Docu-
ments on the British Dominions, 1918-1931, p. 216. The other parts of
the Empire will follow suit.